
The Nunc Dimittis



LONGING FOR CONSOLATION



Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare 
is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for all her 
sins. 

Isaiah 40:1-2





All men seek happiness…This longing for happiness 
he tries in vain to fill with everything around him, 
seeking in things that are not there the help he cannot 
find in those that are, though none can help, since this 
infinite abyss can be filled only with an infinite and 
immutable object; in other words by God himself…
God alone is man’s true good.

Blaise Pascal



How do we discern the presence of 
Jesus as he moves among us now?



And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive, because it neither 
sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you. 

John 14:16-17



But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you 
from the Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from 
the Father, he will bear witness about me.

John 15:26



For Christ plays in ten thousand places,  

lovely in limbs, and lovely in eyes not his  

To the Father through the features of men’s faces.

Gerard Manley Hopkins



For we know that the whole creation has been 
groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have 
the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait 
eagerly our adoption as sons, the redemption of our 
bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that 
is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience.  

Romans 8:22-27



Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we 
do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words. And he who searches hearts knows 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

Romans 8:22-27


