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CONTEXT



THE COMMUNITY YOU
LONG FOR



Lifestyle Enclaves



They studied the apostles teaching when they had time.
They went to fellowship when they could fit it in. They
prayed when they needed something and got coffee
together every now and then. They were content
without, and had low expectation for, signs and
wonders in thelr midst. They sometimes talked about
generosity but kept all of their possessions for
themselves. 2 out of 5 Sundays they came to corporate
gatherings. They didn’t invite people into their homes
and rarely revealed their hearts. They were largely
irrelevant to all the people, and occasionally, someone
was randomly saved. Jon Tyson



Koinonia



Hunger for Learning
Prayer
God’s Presence & Awe

Relational Intimacy & Intensity

Economic Solidarity
Corporate & House-to-House

Worship
Hospitality
Joy & Humility



A COMMUNITY OF DEVOTION




Christian community 1s a web of stubbornly
loyal relationships knotted together into a living
network of persons. We recognize authentic
community by the visible strands of
commiltment and concern that enable people to
live jointly, corporately, and cooperatively
together.

David Augsburger



1. Devotion to Learning the Way of
Jesus

2.Devotion to Common Life

3. Devotion to Practices



All human community, from the ghetto to the global
village, depends on the power of promising. Where
people no longer have the inner daring to make
serious promises or the grit to keep them, human
community becomes a combat zone of competing
self-maximizers. We are at sea; life is all open-
ended, loose-jointed, tossed around in the
backwash of unpredictability. Where others cannot
assume that I will be there with them as promised, I
have helped abolish community...

Lewils Smedes



When you make a promise, you tie yourself to other
persons by the unseen fibers of loyalty. You agree to
stick with people you are stuck with. When
everything else tells them they can count on
nothing, they count on you. When they do not have
the faintest notion of what in the world is going on
around them, they will know that you are going to be
there with them. You have created a small sanctuary
of trust within the jungle of unpredictability: you
have made a promise that you intend to keep.

Lewils Smedes



Enemies of Devotion



Hyper-Individualism



Everything in my own immediate experience supports my
deep belief that I am the absolute center of the universe, the
realest, most vivid and important person in existence. We
rarely talk about this sort of natural, basic self-centeredness,
because it’s so socially repulsive, but it’s pretty much the
same for all of us, deep down. It is our default-setting, hard-
wired into our boards at birth. Think about it: There is no
experience you’ve had that you were not at the absolute
center of. The world as you experience it is right there in front
of you, or behind you, to the left or right of you, on your TV,
or your monitor, or whatever. Other people’s thoughts and
feelings have to be communicated to you somehow, but your

own are so immediate, urgent, real. David Foster Wallace



There 1s always a balance between self and society.
In some ages the pressures of the group become
stifling and crush the self, and individuals feel a
desperate need to break free and express their
individuality. In our age, by contrast, the self is
inflated and the collective is weak. We have swung
too far in the direction of individualism. The result is
a loss of connection—a crisis of solidarity.

David Brooks



Idealism



Every human wish dream that is injected into the
Christian community is a hindrance to genuine
community and must be banished if genuine
community 1s to survive. He who loves his dream of a
community more than the Christian community itself
becomes a destroyer of the latter, even though his
personal intentions may be ever so honest and earnest
and sacrificial. God hates visionary dreaming; it makes
the dreamer proud and pretentious. The man who
fashions a visionary ideal of community demands that it
be realized by God, by others, and by himself.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



He enters the community of Christians with his
demands, sets up his own law, and judges the brethren
and God Himself accordingly. He stands adamant, a
living reproach to all others in the circle of brethren. He
acts as if he is the creator of the Christian community, as
if his dream binds men together. When things do not go
his way, he calls the effort a failure. When his ideal
picture is destroyed, he sees the community going to
smash. So he becomes, first an accuser of his brethren,
then an accuser of God, and finally the despairing
accuser of himsellf.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



Mistrust



Expectations



1. Pseudocommunity
2.Chaos

3. Emptiness

4. True Community



A COMMUNITY EMPOWERED
BY THE SPIRIT







